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Written by: Audrey Leary

Three years ago, our Native Village of Napaimute Traditional Council expressed their desire to host a culture
camp in our village. What started off as a small effort, consisting of only 10 youth from 5 middle-Kuskokwim
communities, has grown substantially in our endeavor to include more youth from our surrounding villages. For our
2018 Youth Spirit Camp, 15 youth were invited from all 9 middle-Kuskokwim communities, and the experiences brought
forth were profound. Reflecting back, it makes me proud to see the foundation of our culture camp improve, and
continue to grow our taproot into one of strength and cultural preservation. Our Spirit Camp has brought life to our
village and has become a vessel for passing down traditional knowledge to our youth residing in the middle-Kuskokwim.
Although I coordinate our culture camp, it is important to acknowledge everyone who plants their energy into our Spirit
Camp. Quyana cakneq to our elders who take time to pass down their knowledge; to our camp cook and boat drivers, to
our Youth Advisors, and guests who visit our village to teach youth important life skills; to the community members of
Napaimute for allowing us to use their homes to house people; and most importantly, to our youth who are the future
of our region.
This year’s Spirit Camp consisted of yuraq taught by Piiyuuk Shields—the former Miss WEIO—and Cody Pequeno
of the well-known YouTube videos, Cody&Cody. Gloria Simeon also visited our village to teach youth about traditional
medicine and of the many purposes our plants serve for healing, and Alaska Humanities Forum sent two teachers from
Wasilla and Juneau to submerse themselves in our culture, and to help with our camp as well. Youth were also taught
travel safety by Mark Leary, fish cutting by tribal member, Shelly Leary, and beaver mitten sewing by The Kuskokwim
Corporation employee, Megan Leary. Elders from Chuathbaluk, Napaimute, and Crooked Creek visited our Spirit Camp
and spent time with youth, providing mentorship and traditional knowledge about trapping and dog mushing. Although
the weather was often against us, we made the most of it by playing team building games, hiking to the historic village
of Little Mountain Village, and spending the day up the Holokuk River where we fished, picnicked and swam!

Spirit Camp Kick-Off always consists of team building games, providing a chance for everyone to get to know one
another. Together we laugh, race, bob for donuts, and get wet!

The term Spirit Camp comes from our belief that when the souls (spirits) of our youth are nurtured, the stronger flowing
our river will be. At Napaimute’s Spirit Camp, we try to feed the kids traditional knowledge, skills and values that can
stick with them as adults. Together we learned about travel safety, spent a day up the Holokuk River, Eskimo Danced,
listened to local elders, and made posters on what living healthy means to them.

In comparison to other years, this year youth spent the week rotating in groups between different activities where they
learned how to cut fish, make traditional medicine with our plants, sew beaver mittens, and build a smokehouse.

Although youth were provided amazing opportunities to learn different skills from different people spread
throughout our region, the biggest take-away from this year’s Spirit Camp embodied the contribution each of the youth
made to our new Spirit Camp location. The Native Village of Napaimute is in the process of relocating Spirit Camp 1.5
miles above present day Napaimute. For this year’s Spirit Camp, youth were able to help build our first Spirit Camp
smokehouse and clear brush at our new camp! This will be something they’ll always be able to say they helped with for
years to come.

On behalf of the Native Village of Napaimute, quyana cakneq “thank you” to everyone who gave time and/or
donated our 2018 Youth Spirit Camp!
Youth:
Jaden Morgan, Kalskag; Marla Sakar, Aniak; Agatha Sakar, Crooked Creek; Deshaun Sakar, Chuathbaluk; Calvina Phillips, Aniak; Scott
Sakar, Aniak; Aiden John, Crooked Creek; Marshall Dallman, Aniak; Corrin Morgan, Aniak; Case Nelson, Chuathbaluk; Troy Morgan,
Aniak; Amira Byrd, Kalskag; Jason Steeves, Aniak; Delila Kelila, Aniak; Lori Evan, Kalskag
Guest:
Gloria Simeon, Traditional Medicine Making
Piiyuuk “Olivia” Shields, Miss WEIO
Cody Pequeno, Cody&Cody
Megan Leary, the Kuskokwim Corporation
Camp Cook:
Loreen Steeves
Elders:
Andrew John, Crooked Creek
Lucy Morgan, Chuathbaluk
Eric Morgan, Chuathbaluk
John Browski, Napaimute
Boat Drivers:
Jacob Wise
Ben Leary
Mark Leary
Youth Advisors:
Jayce Rohde
Ulrik Aloysius
Camp Coordinator:
Audrey Leary
Other:
Shelly Leary
Bea Kristovich
Native Village of Napaimute
Organizations:
Alaska Humanities Forum
Association of Village Council Presidents
Calista Corporation
The Kuskokwim Corporation
Donlin Gold
Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation
AC Co.
Aniak Trooper Post

We look forward to seeing everyone next year!

